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In the warped and often confused mind of Mr. C, Social Studies is essentially a study in what it means to be human.  We study history and other parts of our culture to discover how to be the best “human” we can be.  We inform ourselves about the world and use our knowledge to vote and act so as to create the fairest and successful society possible.  But just because we study these things, it doesn’t mean that Social Studies offers an exact “answer” like you can obtain in a math problem.  There is no exact formula as to how to solve human problems like anger, war, and suffering of any kind.  Nobody is a perfect human… we all have ways we can continue to better ourselves for our own benefit and the benefit of the people with whom we interact.

Directions:


Create a project of some kind that attempts to answer one of the questions below.  There are no rules or directions as to how you wish to address it.  Some ideas in my head:

· Tri-fold Poster

· Powerpoint

· Write a play that helps answer the question you choose

· Create a website or brochure

· Develop and record a song

· Write a very detailed essay describing your own thoughts on the question

· This should be at least a few pages long, much more than a normal five-paragraph essay


Questions you can answer are as follows:

· What do I need to do to be the best person I can be?

· Which is more important?  Individual rights or the good of the whole?

· What is the purpose of government?  Why does government exist?  What are examples of good and bad government in history?

· What makes a civilization or society successful?  What leads a civilization or society to its downfall?
· Is conflict among people inevitable?  Why can’t we all just get along?  How can conflict be avoided?

· What characteristics make a person “good?”  What characteristics make a person “bad?”

· What people in history are most deserving of celebration?  Which people in our studies are most deserving of scorn?

Keep in mind, there are no “absolutely right” answers to any of these questions in my mind.  Your project, as a result, will be judged based upon your ability to take a position and defend it using examples.  The examples can be from your own life experiences, from your studies in history, or from current events.

Rubric:


Since this is an open-ended project, each one will be graded on a “percent scale.”  Each project’s percentage will be determined by the factual accuracy of your project, the “thoroughness” of your work (Is your project detailed?  Did you provide plenty of explanation/examples?), and the quality of work (Is the work well-done and neat?  Written pieces, especially, should not have basic writing errors).  Please refer to the rubric on the back to judge your project before submission.

	0% 

Project not done
	50% 

An attempt is made, but your project is incomplete.
	60%

Your project is complete, but there are serious errors in your understanding of the topic or your work is not 8th grade quality.
	70%

Your project barely meets the requirements of 8th grade work.  You may have numerous errors and/or your argument and defense is incomplete.
	80%

Your project is good and shows some understanding of the topic.  However, it may have some errors and/or you did not present and defend your argument in a thorough manner.
	90%

Your project is very well done and contains few errors; you engage with the question, take a strong position, and defend it using examples.
	100%

Your project is extremely well done and has that “Wow” factor.  Excellent, excellent job!


